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1 Applicant argues that Groswith's sheet-to-be-punched is inserted from a different 
direction that his. However, the insertion of the sheet is a method step that cannot be 
given full weight in an apparatus claim. In an apparatus claim, such a recitation is only 
given weight inasmuch as the prior art must be capable of receiving the sheet from that 
direction. In this case, Groswith is definitely capable of receiving the sheet from the 
recited direction, even though there is no disclosure to do so. 

In order to distinguish over the likes of Groswith, Applicant must add structure to 
the independent claim, as opposed to the intended use recitations that he is relying on. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth E. Peterson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4512. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur, 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



/Kenneth E Peterson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 



